
E CLAMPUS VITUS® 
Chapter Ten 

Wm. Bull Meek – Wm. Morris Stewart 
“Orphans bless us, and the widow’s heart is glad” 

HEWGAG-MONITOR 
“All the news that fits” 

                                                                                                           
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 Volume 36, No. 3                                                Nevada City, California                                                October, 2019  

 

Chapter News 
 
Malakoff update 

After a brief hiccup, burgers and dogs, 

salads and drinks were being served once 

again by Chapter 10 at the Annual 

Malakoff Humbug day! 

The facilities are still in need of 

upgrading, but thankfully we brought our 

normal cooking equipment we use at the 

Doins which in some respects, worked out 

better because the cook shack tends to get 

a bit hot inside wile grilling. 

It was excellent weather and a good 

crowd showed up causing us to sell out of 

most all of our supplies. 

3rd Annual Family picnic a Success 

Amid fears of global warming, the first 

weekend of Aug. proved to be a mild 

affair weather-wise. A large turnout 

Clampers, Widders and Orphans showed 

up at the Western Gateway Park in Penn 

Valley for fun in the sun and a dip in the 

creek. XXNGH Tyler Souter, hawker 

extraordinaire, had grab bag gifts for the 

orphans while XNGH Mark “Woody” 

Sellards and NGH Shawn “Noodle” 

Nuttall manned the grill, cooking up 

burgers, dogs and chicken. All in all, 

much fun was had by those in attendance. 

Message from Hangman 

Ever wanted to take a shot at the 

Hangman or his Whitecoat Crew? Bring 

some extra cash and you will have your 

chance. Hangman "Chief" Heil has 

declared open season this October, but 

you will have to show up to get more 

details. 

NGH Shawn Nuttall and the chapter 

officers invite you to our big Fall 

Overnighter Doin’s. Scott Flat Lake road 

is just 5 miles outside of Nevada city (find 

the 5-mile steak house turn right, or if 

coming south turn left) drive a couple 

more miles to the gate. Proper ECV 

signage should be present. 

The price for this event will be only 

$65. The price includes 3 meals, overnight 

accommodations, and big & little 

slippery. All Advance Reservations will 

receive a free shirt of the day. PBCs are 

$100 and prepaid PBC will also receive a 

free shirt of the day. (if they can 

successfully navigate the chasm of terror). 

You can prepay at www.ecv10.com/fall-

doins. Additional shirts-of-the-day can 

also be prepaid online for $15. They will 

only be available in limited quantities on 

the day of the event. Save yourself $5 and 

buy them online today. 

This event is an overnighter; The gate 

will be monitored and no early camping. 

The park has said all early camping will 

be at the other entrance. Friday morning 

when officers for the Chapter arrive, you 

may register and pay to enter the Doins. 

Everyone should be warned that if you 

show up, you will need to pay. These are 

our only fundraisers throughout the year, 

and they cost money to put on. Even if you 

tell someone that you don’t intend to drink 

or eat our meal, you will still be required 

to pay your rub. NO EXCEPTIONS. 

All the usual NO-NOs apply, including 

very serious admonitions from the Grand 

Council about illicit drugs and guns.  Only 

members of ECV in good standing 

allowed. Have your traveling card with 

you. Leave your dogs, bad attitudes, eggs 

and fireworks at home. No RV hookups at 

this site. Oh!! Did we mention…. 

LEAVE YOUR DOGS AT HOME. IF 

YOU NEED AN EMOTIONAL 

SUPPORT ANIMAL, WE CAN 

ARRANGE TO HAVE BEAR SPEND 

THE NIGHT AT YOUR CAMPSITE 

INSTEAD. 

We will be serving out famous steak 

dinner with all the fixins’, late-night chili 

burgers as well as a Sunday morning 

breakfast with eggs made to order, 

hotcakes and ham. All this will be served 

by XNGH Randy Burk and his 

fantabulous Cook Crew. Official Big and 

Little Slippery time is from 10:10 AM to 

5:10 PM. Bring some $$$ to buy into our 

big, badass Bear sized Raffle. The Raffle 

master has been scouring the back alleys 

and dingy gutters to get the best stuff for 

you to take a chance on.  

Turn your PBCs over to our crack 

Initiation Team upon arrival, but no later 

than 10:10 AM. Once turned over to us, 

clean and sober, LEAVE THEM TO US. 

PBCs will receive a short history lesson 

on ECV and WBM/WMS Chapter Ten. 

The Initiation will leave them tired and 

dirty, but all will survive to Clamp another 

day! Send paperwork and Gold Dust to the 

Chapter Ten Gold Dust Receiver at the 

address below: 

GDR XNGH Jason Thorn 

P.O. Box 843 

Penn Valley, CA 95946 

or go to ecv10.com for PayPal info and 

to print application paperwork beforehand  

  Original art by   Joel Borstad 

2019 Fall Party at Scotts Flat Lake 

http://www.ecv10.com/fall-doins
http://www.ecv10.com/fall-doins


A Brief Excerpt from “Memorial & 
Biographical History of Northern 
California” 

Nevada County 
Continued … 

TRUCKEE 

The name Truckee was given to the 

home of the leaping trout, the beautiful 

river that receives its waters from Lake 

Tahoe and carries them swiftly through 

this enchanting valley, by an immigrant 

party who slaked their thirst in the cool 

stream and replenished their nearly 

exhausted larder from the abundance of its 

fish. That party passed up the river in the 

fall of 1844, guided by an Indian named 

Truckee. In 1863, when the Dutch Flat 

and Donner Lake wagon road was being 

constructed across the mountains, Joseph 

Gray moved here with his family and built 

a log house. The next year J. McConnell 

settled on the site now occupied by the 

Truckee Lumber Company's store, the 

ground being soon after claimed by a man 

named Owens. The dispute between the 

two men resulted in the shooting of 

McConnell by Owens. The wounded man 

recovered, and Owens was sentenced to 

two years in the penitentiary. 

The town rapidly improved and was 

made the end of divisions on the railroad. 

Thus, it became the principal point 

between Sacramento and Ogden. During 

the year 1871 three destructive 

conflagrations visited Truckee, the last of 

which resulted in nearly a total destruction 

of the place. Serious fires also occurred in 

1873 and 1875. 

The business of Truckee has been 

confined to three articles, lumber, wood 

and ice. The town is the third of the large 

towns of Nevada County, is located east 

of the Sierra Nevadas, on the line of the 

Central Pacific. In the vicinity are six saw-

mills, manufacturing about 24,000,000 

feet of lumber annually, mostly yellow 

pine. Truckee is a favorite stopping place 

for tourists, being in the “heart of the 

Sierras” and connected by stage with all 

the more interesting points, such as lakes 

Tahoe, Webber and Donner. 

THE PRESS 

The Transcript, daily and weekly, 

established in 1860, and the Herald, a 

daily founded in 1868 are the newspapers 

of Nevada City. At Grass Valley there are 

three papers, the Tidings, the Union and 

the Evening Telegraph, all dailies with 

weekly editions. They were founded 

respectively in 1877, 1880 and 1889. The 

Truckee Republican is published semi-

weekly, the first issue being in 1871. The 

press of this county is live, earnest and 

energetic, truly representative of their 

great section. 

Placer County 
IN EARLY DAY 

The word “placer” is Spanish, 

signifying a place where gold is found 

mixed with alluvial detritus. 

This county has no history prior to 

1848. From Johnson's ranch on Bear 

River, a road led to Sinclair's on the 

American, and thence lo Sutter’s Fort, but 

no settlements were made, nor discoveries 

nor developments that could give a name 

to the locality. South of Johnson’s Ranch 

were some ponds which several writers 

have mentioned as lagoons, which is the 

nearest to a Spanish name of all that we 

can find in that period. Gold had been 

discovered on the south fork of the 

American, in January 1848, and in two or 

three months thereafter the fact was made 

known throughout California and the rush 

to the placers began. As the miners spread 

rapidly over the country it is presumed 

that some reached to the north fork of the 

American early in the season. 

During the summer of 1850 the first 

duel was fought in Placer County. Colonel 

Potter, who was subsequently a clerk in 

the California Legislature during several 

sessions, and an English sailor named 

George Millville, a well-bred and 

companionable man, fell into a dispute 

relative to mining operations, and a 

challenge passed. Early the next morning 

(Sunday) the combatants, with seconds 

and perhaps twenty friends of each party, 

crossed the river and took position at 

twenty paces apart on the mining ground 

just back of Buckner's Bar. The weapons 

were pistols. One shot was fired by each, 

and neither was hit. Potter, seeing that his 

opponent was unhurt, threw down his 

weapon and cried out, “load again;” but 

seconds and friends intervened, 

explanations were given and apologies 

made, when the two men shook hands, 

recrossed the stream and passed the 

remainder of the day in conviviality. 

When Sutter County included Placer, 

the Legislature named the first Monday in 

April 1850, for the election of county 

officers. The officers first elected were: 

Gordon N. Mott, County Judge; W. 

Fisher, Attorney; T.B. Reardon, Clerk; 

John Pole, Sheriff; George Pierson, 

Recorder: Willard Post, Treasurer; 

William H. Monroe, Assessor. 

The first meeting of the Court of 

Sessions was held June 10, this year, at 

Oro, the county seat, with Judge Gordon 

N. Mott presiding, and P.W. Thomas and 

T.H. Rolfe, associate justices. 

Oro enjoyed its position as the capital 

of the county but a short time. There was 

not a house nor a building in the town for 

any purpose, much less for holding court, 

the transaction of county business and the 

preservation of public records. Some 

preparations, however, had to be made by 

the owners of the town to enable the first 

term, at least of court to be held there; and 

for this end they erected, or rather placed 

upon the ground, a zinc building about 

twenty feet square, with a floor of rough 

boards, a roof of zinc, and holes cut for the 

persons to enter, but they were scarcely 

doors; and the windows had neither glass 

nor shutters. Not a tree or bush, or shrub 

grew near enough to give any shade to the 

building. A June sun poured its rays down 

upon that zinc building, until, outside and 

inside, it became almost as hot as the 

furnace of Shadrach, Meshach and 

Abednego. Law and equity, lawyers and 

litigants, jurors and witnesses, with a 

spontaneity of action that would astonish 

nothing but a salamander, rushed out of 

that building and fled, never to return. 

Such was the first court-house of Placer 

County. 

The first act of the Legislature 

organizing the State into counties, placed 

within Sutter County a portion of the 

territory afterward included in Placer 

County. That section was southwest of a 

line running from a point on Bear River 

six miles from its mouth direct to the 

junction of the north and middle forks of 

the American River. All the regions east 

of that line belonged to Yuba County. The 

Sutter County portion, the county seat in 

1850 being at Auburn, had political 

recognition in the appointment of election 

precincts at Auburn, Spanish Corral, 

Miners Hotel, Mormon Bar, Horseshoe 

Bar, Halfway House and Beal's Bar. April 

25, 1851, another act was passed by the 

Legislature redividing the State into 

counties, and the boundaries of Placer 

were next described as follows: 

“Beginning on the Sacramento River at 

the northwest point of Sacramento 

County, and running thence up the middle 

of said river to a point ten miles below the 

junction of Sacramento and Feather 

Rivers; thence in a northerly direction in a 

straight line to a point in the middle of 

Bear Creek opposite Camp Far West; 



thence up the middle of said creek to its 

source; thence due east of State line; 

thence southerly of the State to the 

northeasterly corner of El Dorado County; 

thence westerly on the northerly line of El 

Dorado County to the junction of the north 

and south forks of the American River; 

thence westerly of the northerly line of 

Sacramento County to the place of 

beginning.” The county seat was fixed by 

the same act at Auburn. 

The dividing line between Placer and 

Sutter counties was for a number of years 

a subject of controversy and uncertainty. 

The western line “from Sacramento 

County, and running thence up the middle 

of Sacramento River to a point ten miles 

below the junction of Feather and 

Sacramento rivers,” was reported by a 

county surveyor as impossible, as the 

northwest corner of Sacramento County 

was already nearer than ten miles of the 

junction of those rivers; so the county had 

no starting point. When the country 

became settled, this indefinite line gave 

great trouble to the county officers, and 

several acts were passed to remedy the 

difficulty. But it was not until after the 

lines of the United States Land Survey 

was adopted March 13, 1866, that the 

question was satisfactorily settled. This 

act was adopted by the Codes, taking 

effect January 1, 1873, making the 

boundaries as follows: 

“Beginning on the southwest corner at 

a point where the west line of 5 east, 

Mount Diablo meridian, intersects the 

northern line of Sacramento County, as 

established in section 3,928; thence north 

to the northwest corner of township 12 

north, range 5 east; thence east to the 

southwest corner of section 34, township 

13 north, range 5 east, thence north to 

Bear River, thence on the southerly line of 

Nevada County up said river to its source; 

thence east in a direct line to the eastern 

line of the State of California, forming the 

northeast corner; thence southerly along 

said line to the northeast corner of El 

Dorado County, as established in section 

3,027 (said northeast corner of El Dorado 

being a point on the State line, directly 

east of Sugar Pine Point on Lake Tahoe); 

thence westerly on the northern lines of El 

Dorado and Sacramento, as established in 

sections 3,927 and 3,928 to place of 

beginning.” 

The topography of the county is as 

irregular as its outline. From the valley of 

the Sacramento, thirty feet above the sea, 

where perennial verdure and semi tropic 

fruits gladden the eye, it rises in one grand 

swell to the summit of the Sierra Nevada, 

embracing Twin, Granite Chief, Tinker, 

Lincoln and Donner Peaks, which stud the 

crest of the lofty range, glistening in their 

white mantle of snow 9,000 feet in the 

sky. In the valley of the Sacramento the 

county has about 216 square miles; in the 

foothills and mountain valleys adapted to 

tillage about 200 more; in Lake Tahoe 90; 

and the remainder, 880 square miles, 

include the mountain ridges and snowy 

peaks, with the intervening lakes and deep 

canons. The forests are magnificent. 

The act of the Legislature approved 

April 28, 1851, providing for the 

organization of the county, ordered an 

election to be held in Placer and Nevada 

counties, for county and township 

officers, on the fourth Monday of May. 

The election accordingly occurred May 

26, two days before the approval of the 

bill by the Government, resulting in 

choosing Hugh Fitzsimmons as Judge; 

Samuel C. Austin, Sheriff; R.D. Hopkins, 

District Attorney; James T. Stewart, 

Clerk; Alfred Lewis, Assessor; Douglas 

Bingham, Treasurer; Abram Bronk, 

Public Administrator; and John C. 

Montgomery, Coroner. But the loose 

manner in which the election was 

conducted in the mining camps left no 

definite means of ascertaining the true 

vote. No party lines were drawn nor 

conventions held. Friends of aspirants and 

the aspirants themselves presented names 

in which the two parties were represented 

and voted for indiscriminately. 

The first military organization in Placer 

County was at Illinoistown, in December, 

1849, of a company called the California 

Blades, for a campaign against the 

Indians, who had committed many daring 

robberies and were suspected of some 

motives. This company was not recruited 

under the form of law, and its roster will 

not be found in the archives of the State; 

nor was it armed and equipped in the 

manner of armies of a great Government. 

Even the names of its officers are lost to 

history by their title and rank, and, what is 

a singular exception, their bills for 

salaries, arms, ammunition, forage, 

transportation and damages, swell no list 

of “war claims” for annual presentment 

and subject of demagogic appeals on the 

floors of Congress. Nevertheless, the 

California Blades was a stalwart 

company, armed with long rifles, yagers 

and shot guns, dragoon and pepper box 

pistols, butcher and bowie knives, and 

with powder horns and bullet pouches, 

blankets, and hard tack and bacon, made 

several marches against the Indians, 

killed, and laid waste, and, after the 

manner of larger armies, struck terror to 

the foe that lasting peace followed their 

victory. No outrages were committed 

against the savages not justified by the 

occasion; and as soon as the Indians 

ceased their depredations hostilities 

ended, and from that day they were kindly 

treated. 

In 1853 society was in a somewhat 

chaotic condition, as the chief organizing 

element –woman-- was not sufficiently 

numerous to exercise a commanding 

influence. Accordingly the “Miners 

Guards” were organized as a kind of 

social body and also to preserve order and 

repel Indian depredations. William L. 

Carpenter was captain. Since, the other 

military organizations have been effected 

in this county, and several companies 

were sent to the last war. 

The county had a section of purely 

agricultural land, which was occupied 

shortly before the conquest by settlers 

who raised wheat and planted fruit before 

the gold excitement came to interrupt 

them. It is said that a crop of wheat was 

put in on Bear River by Johnson & Sicard 

in 1845, and that Chanon helped Sicard to 

plant fruit trees the following season. 

Peaches, almonds and vines from San 

Jose followed in 1848, and later oranges. 

The peaches brought high prices in the 

gold fields. Mendonhall planted Oregon 

fruit at Illinoistown in 1850. In 1852, 679 

acres were under cultivation, chiefly in 

barley; and there were 3,500 head of 

stock, one third consisting of hogs. Of the 

population, 6,602 were white men, 343 

females, 3,019 Chinese, 730 Indians and 

the rest foreigners. By 1855 there were 

143 improved ranches after which a rapid 

increase set in. 

 

   



  

HEWGAG-MONITOR 
P.O. Box 843 

Penn Valley, CA  95946 

Coming Events 2019 CY 6024  

  

Sept. 8
th

 Constitution Day Parade in Nevada City  

 

Oct. 4
th

-5
th

 Annual Fall Doins at Scotts Flat Lake 

  

Interested in becoming a Director? Come to Seamen’s 

Lodge in Nevada City on the last Friday of the month 

at 8 PM. (No meetings in May, November and 

December due to holiday conflicts) 

Chapter email:  ecvten@gmail.com 

First Class Mail 

Hwy 49 Road Cleanup Schedule …   

  

Sep. 19th  

Oct. 27th  

  

Dates subject to whims of the Parade 

Master Check online calendar for updates  

  

https://www.ecv10.com/events 



William Bull Meek - William Morris Stewart  

Chapter Ten, E Clampus Vitus® 
 

Noble Grand Humbug Shawn Nuttall and the Board of Directors 
 

are pleased to announce our Fall Clampout Doin’s at Scott’s Flat Lake 

57th Fall Initiation and Doin’s on Oct 4th, 5th, and 6th, 2019 
At Scott’s Flat in Nevada County, east of Nevada City 

 

NGH Shawn Nuttall, and the other Officers and Directors of Chapter Ten are proud to present you with our traditional Fall Overnighter 

on Oct. 4th thru the 6th at Scotts Flat Lake, east of Nevada City. (See inside for directions and GPS info.)  

 

The prices for this event will be $65 Advance Reservation. PBCs are $100. All Advance reservations will include a free shirt of the day 

(a $20 value), specify shirt sizes below. These prices include CAMPING Friday and/or Saturday night and three meals, 2 on Saturday and 

Sunday Breakfast. No hookups available. All the usual NO-NOs apply, including very serious admonitions from the Grand Council about 

illicit drugs and guns. Leave your dogs, bad attitudes, eggs and fireworks at home. Oh!! Did we mention…. LEAVE YOUR DOGS AT 

HOME. THEY ARE NOT WELCOME! 

 

Saturday’s steak extravaganza will be served by XNGH Randy Burk and our superb Cook Crew. They will also have burgers and beans 

later and a big, full pancake, eggs, ham and coffee breakfast on Sunday morning. Official Big and Little Slippery time is from 10 AM to 5 

PM. on Saturday only! Bring some $ to buy into our big Raffle. Winning numbers will be read and posted at dinner for your convenience.   

 

Turn your PBCs over to Dennis “Chief” Heil’s Initiation Team upon arrival, but no later than 10:10 AM. Once turned over to us, clean 

and sober, LEAVE THEM TO US. PBCs will receive a short history lesson on ECV and WBM/WMS Chapter Ten. The Initiation will 

leave them tired and a bit dirty, but all will survive to Clamp another day! Candle light Initiation candidates (with a sacrificial neck tie) are 

welcome and will be given special treatment. Get them there before 10:00 am for best results. 

 

Fill out the bottom of this page and make a copy of the back side of it for the Liability Consent Form. Everyone must fill out the 

Liability Consent Form. 

 

For more info about PayPal, go to: 

http://ecv10.com/fall-doins 
 

   GDR Jason Thorn 

       P.O. Box 843 

Penn Valley, CA  95946 
 

Get your payment to the Recorder by Monday, Oct 1st, 2019! Make checks payable to ECV 10. 
 

 

Here’s my (our) Advance Reservation gold dust for our Annual Fall Doin’s Overnighter! Free camping! 

Advance Reservation Prices: Clampers - $65 each PBCs - $100 each 
 

Clamper’s Name_____________________________________   Chapter Name__________________________________ 
 

Shirt Size    Address_____________________________  City___________________________________________ 
 

        State_______ ZIP ________________ Phone (________) ______________ Email____________________________ 
 

Clamper’s Name_____________________________________   Chapter Name__________________________________ 
 

Shirt Size     Address_____________________________  City___________________________________________ 
 

         State_______ ZIP ________________ Phone (________) ______________ Email____________________________ 
 

 

 

Make your reservations on line with PayPal! Go to ecv10.com/fall-doins for details! 

For PBC Applications and more info, go to ecv10.com and explore a bit. 

 

(Copy the back side of this sheet for each person. Everyone must fill out the release form!) 
  

Don’t forget to feed the Sick Jackass if you can’t make 

it! It costs big bucks to get this out to you! $5 will buy 

a lot of Jackass food! We regularly remove addresses 

from our mailing list for non -participation. 



EVERYONE MUST FILL OUT THIS FORM AND INITIAL AND SIGN WHERE INDICATED. 
THE ANCIENT AND HONORABLE ORDER OF E CLAMPUS VITUS® 

Agreement and Release from Liability 
 
 

1. I,         acknowledge that I voluntarily request to accompany the Ancient 
and Honorable Order of E Clampus Vitus® for the purposes of raising funds for constructing and/or dedicating various plaques 
and/or monuments to major and lesser events of Western history, especially Nevada and Yuba Counties. 

 

2. I am aware that the meetings of the Ancient and Honorable Order of E Clampus Vitus® sometimes occur in the wilderness, 
and that driving from my point of departure to said meeting (hereinafter referred to as "clampsite") my participation in the various 
activities at said clampsite and driving back to my point of departure are potentially dangerous and hazardous activities. I am 
voluntarily participating in these activities with the knowledge of the danger involved, and hereby agree to accept all risks of injury 
or death and verify this statement by placing my initials below. 

 
_________________ INITIAL HERE 
 

3. As consideration for being permitted by the Ancient and Honorable Order of E Clampus Vitus® to participate in these 
activities, I hereby agree that I, my assignees, heirs, distributes, guardians, and legal representatives will not make a claim against, 
sue, or attach the property of the Ancient and Honorable Order of E Clampus Vitus® or any of its officers or members for injury or 
damage resulting from negligence or other acts, howsoever caused, and by any member, agent, or officer as a result of my 
participation in or travel to and from the CLAMPSITE. I hereby release the Ancient and Honorable of E Clampus Vitus® and any of 
its officers or members from all action, claims or demands that I, my assignees, heirs, distributes, guardians, and legal 
representatives now have or may have for injury or damage resulting from my above-described participation at the CLAMPSITE. 
 
_________________ INITIAL HERE 

KNOWING AND VOLUNTARY EXECUTION 
4. I HAVE CAREFULLY READ THIS AGREEMENT AND FULLY UNDERSTAND ITS CONTENTS. I AM AWARE THAT THIS IS 
A RELEASE OF LIABILITY AND A CONTRACT BETWEEN MYSELF AND THE ANCIENT AND HONORABLE ORDER OF E 
CLAMPUS VITUS®, ITS OFFICERS AND MEMBERS AND I SIGN IT OF MY OWN FREE WILL. 

 
 

Releasor   Date  

 (Signature Required)     

     Check here if this is a new address 

Address      

        I am an XNGH or NGH of Chap.  

City    State   Zip       

        I am interested in becoming an Associate 
member of Chapter Ten. Email      

         

Phone     I would prefer to receive the newsletter via 
email.       

         
 
 

William Bull Meek – William Morris Stewart Chapter Ten 
Ancient and Honorable Order of E Clampus Vitus® 

P. O. Box 405 
Nevada City, CA 95959 

 

 


